continued for ten days, when the child was sent home on a mixture containing 6 gr. iron and ammonium citrate daily. The following table gives the blood-counts made at intervals on this infant: 31.3.33 8.4.33 11.4.33 24.4.33 8.5.38 25.5 The gross enlargement of some of the digits on the hands and feet contrasts with the normal Eize of the intervening digits ( fig. 1) . The enlargement appears to involve the bones, especially at the non-epiphyseal ends. In the winter-time especially, the affected fingers become very cold and blue, and cutaneous sores occur, the remains of which are evident as scars. There is no family tendency to gout: Blood uric acid, 3'6 mgm. % ; blood-pressure 150/105. Wassermann reaction in blood negative; blood-calcium normal. A biopsy shows the fibrous tissue which comprises the swellings, and no murexide reaction was obtained. Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said that be regarded the case as an example of true ("primary") giganti8m of one or more fingers or toes. What he (Dr. Weber) called true giganti8m differed from all other hypertrophies, often loosely called gigantism, in the following points:
(1) the increase of growth was usually limited to one or more fingers or toes; (2) it was not symmetrical on the two sides of the body; (3) it was accompanied by great deformity in the shape of the overgrown part; (4) the increase in the size of the affected part was usually much greater than in any other kind of hypertrophy. Acromegalic " gigantism," for instance, was relatively much less in degree; it was more or less symmetrical, and was not primary, but was secondary to eosinophilic byperpituitarism. The only treatment for true (" primary ") gigantism of a finger or toe was surgical, that is to say amputation, if considered really advantageous. No endocrinological explanation could account for the asymmetry, the degree of overgrowtb, and the deformity in shape of the affected part, in cases of true " primary " gigantism of fingers and toes. Whether the " urge " to the " primary " gigantism was really primary and local, or was of nervous origin was another question.
